Analyzing the 2014 Hall of Fame Vote
By Bill Gilbert

The Baseball Writers Association of America elected 3 players to the Hall of Fame this year, Greg Maddux (97.2%), Tom Glavine (91.9%) and Frank Thomas (83.7%).  It was the largest class since 1999 when Nolan Ryan, George Brett and Robin Yount were elected.  In addition, a veterans committee earlier elected managers, Bobby Cox, Tony Larussa and Joe Torre. Thus, induction weekend in July will feature six inductees, all of them still living.  Last year there were only three inductees, all long deceased, elected by a veterans committee. 


Craig Biggio received 74.8% of the vote, falling 2 votes short of the 75.0% required for election.  He should make it easily next year, even with another strong incoming class.  Biggio and Mike Piazza were the only 2 ballot holdovers that received more votes this year than last.   The other 15 holdovers received fewer votes and some suffered significant declines.  Jack Morris fell from 67.7% to 61.5% in his 15th and final year of the ballot.  Rafael Palmeiro fell from 8.8% to 4.4%, below the 5.0% required to remain on the ballot.  Four players recorded double digit percentage declines – Lee Smith (-17.9%), Alan Trammel (-12.8%), Larry Walker (-11.4%) and Edgar Martinez (-10.7%).  All will remain on the ballot but their chances for future election by the writers are highly unlikely.


Three players who many analysts believe should be in the Hall suffered surprising declines and will have some catching up to do.  Jeff Bagwell fell from 59.6% to 54.3%, Tim Raines from 52.2% to 46.1% and Curt Schilling from 38.8% to 29.2%.  


The voters are still largely negative with regards to players associated with Performance Enhancing Drugs (PEDs).  Roger Clemens and Barry Bonds lost ground in their second year on the ballot and vote totals continued to decline for Mark McGwire, Sammy Sosa and Palmeiro.


One encouraging aspect this year was the increase in the average number of votes per ballot.  Last year 569 writers voted for an average of 6.6 candidates.  This year 571 writers voted for an average of 8.4 candidates.  This will have to continue with a ballot that is getting overcrowded.  The ballot next year is another strong one with candidates like Randy Johnson, Pedro Martinez, John Smoltz and Gary Sheffield.  

Five ballot newcomers received enough votes to remain on the ballot, the three who were elected plus Mike Mussina, (20.3%) and Jeff Kent (15.2%). 

Following is a list of candidates that received votes in the election this year.  For the holdovers, vote totals for last year are also shown.

                       Years on
 2014
  2014
   2013   2013      Difference                 

 Player
               Ballot         Votes    %
   Votes     %       Votes     %

---------------------------   ---------        --------  ------     -------- -------      --------   -----

Greg Maddux                   1             555     97.2  
Tom Glavine                    1             525     91.9

Frank Thomas                 1             478     83.7              

Craig Biggio
                   2             427     74.8      388    68.2         39       6.6

Mike Piazza                     2             355     62.2      329    57.8         26       4.4    

Jack Morris                     15            351     61.5      385    67.7        -24     - 6.2 
Jeff Bagwell                     4             310     54.3      339    59.6        -29      -5.3

Tim Raines                      7             263     46.1      297    52.2        -34      -6.1 

Roger Clemens                2             202    35.4      214    37.6        -12      -2.2 

Barry Bonds                     2             198    34.7      206    36.2          -8      -1.5      

Lee Smith                       12            171     29.9      272    47.8      -101    -17.9    

Curt Schilling                    2            167     29.2      221    38.8        -54      -9.6

Edgar Martinez                5             144     25.2      204    35.9       - 60    -10.7

Alan Trammell                13            119     20.8      191    33.6        -28    -12.8 

Mike Mussina                  1              116    20.3

Jeff Kent                          1               87     15.2

Fred McGriff                    5               67     11.7      118    20.7        -51      -9.0

Mark McGwire                 8               63     11.0        96    16.9        -33      -5.9    

Larry Walker                    4               58     10.2      123    21.6        -67    -11.4

Don Mattingly                  5               47      8.2         75    13.2       - 28      -5.0

Sammy Sosa                   2               41      7.2         71    12.5        -30     -5.3

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rafael Palmeiro               4              25      4.4          50      8.8        -25     -4.4

Moises Alou                     1               6       1.1

Hideo Nomo                     1               6       1.1

Luis Gonzalez                  1               5       0.9   

Eric Gagne                       1               2       0.4

J.T. Snow                         1               2       0.4

Armando Beniquez          1               1        0.2

Jacque Jones                   1               1       0.2

Kenny Rogers                  1               1       0.2

The following six players were on the ballot but did not receive any votes: Sean Casey, Ray Durham, Todd Jones, Paul LoDuca, Richie Sexson and Mike Timlin. 

The continued overcrowding of the ballot has prompted some complaints and suggestions for changing the voting procedure.  The Hall of Fame is responsible for determining how the voting should be conducted.  The Baseball Writers Association of America (BBWAA) has been selected as the voting group since the beginning.  Writers must be members of the BBWAA for 10 years before they can vote.  One suggestion that is being actively discussed between the writers and the Hall is that writers can be allowed to vote for more than 10 players. Other ideas have been put forth such as expanding the voting population to include internet baseball  writers and analysts, trimming the ranks of voters who no longer write actively, reducing the number of years that players remain on the ballot and reducing the time (from 10 years) that writers must wait before they can vote.

None of these changes are expected to be made in the near future.  The overcrowding problem may eventually take care of itself if writers continue to vote for eight or more players each year.
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